
OLVER ANNOUNCES $10 MILLION FOR UMASS TELESCOPE

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the FY 2003 Defense Appropriations bill contains $10 million                for the Large Millimeter Telescope (LMT) Project at the University                of Massachusetts, Amherst. The bill passed the house today by a                vote of 413-18. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation                is due by October 1, 2002, the beginning of the 2003 Fiscal Year.                

               "This project is a great example of how the latest technology                and international cooperation can move us toward new scientific                discoveries," Olver said. "This funding completes the                federal portion of this project's funding, and it represents a major                step toward completion."

               The LMT project is a cooperative effort between UMass and Mexico's                National Institute of Astronomy, Optics and Electronics in Puebla,                Mexico. When complete, the LMT will be the world's most powerful                astronomical facility for millimeter wavelength astronomy. Funding                for the project comes from the U.S. government, the Mexican government,                the State of Massachusetts, UMass, and Mexican universities. Construction                on the project began in 2000, and is expected to be complete in                2004.

               "UMass is a world leader in astronomic research, and the Large                Millimeter Telescope is a truly innovative project. I'm glad that                we were able to secure such a large sum," Olver added.

               When fully constructed, the LMT will allow scientists to analyze                how galaxies and stars are born, and the telescope will also be                able to survey space and detect explosive events in the galaxy.                Instead of detecting light, the telescope relies on tiny electromagnetic                waves for its data. The telescope will be multipurpose and will                provide research data relevant to the deployment of high energy                weapons, and the tracking of missiles, satellites, space debris                and asteroids. Furthermore, the LMT has the potential to detect                activity from stars and galaxies that existed billions of years                ago, giving scientists greater insight into the birth of the universe.                

               For more information about the LMT project, contact Fred Byron,                Vice Chancellor for Research at UMass, at (413) 545-5270.
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